
 

 

COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF DECEMBER 7, 2015 

 

The Work Session of December 7, 2015 was called to order at 7:04 p.m. and the open 

public notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance 

were Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford, the 

Administrator, the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  No comments 

were made at this time. 

 

The Commissioners reviewed the 2016 meeting schedule.  It was noted that there were 

two conflicts: 1) October 31st’s Work Session; and 2) November 8th’s Commissioner 

Meeting.  After some discussion the Commissioners agreed to cancel both of these 

meetings.  

 

The Administrator then reviewed the openings on the two Boards containing December 

appointments; Library Board of Trustees and Shade Tree Commission (STC).  It was noted 

that the Chairperson for STC is working on getting a replacement to be appointed at the 

December 15th Commissioner Meeting.  Mayor Kasko stated that he will be reaching out 

to candidates for the Library Board by the end of this month for a possible inclusion at the 

January 12th agenda.  The Administrator announced that we will have the necessary 

information at the next work session to discuss the Zoning Board of Adjustment’s Alternate 

IV vacancy. 

 

The Borough Solicitor reviewed the draft sidewalk/right-of-way ordinance.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli asked if there was any documentation listing what the Sidewalk Inspector looks 

for in his inspections.  He also asked what happens when the sidewalk is broken and 

cracked, but remains smooth.  It was agreed that this type of situation needs to be 

included.  The Borough Administrator noted that brick sidewalks were not being 

addressed in this ordinance and asked what happens if they are not a flat level surface.    

It was agreed that the Borough Solicitor will work on these changes to this ordinance.  

Additionally, our current maintenance ordinance indicates that we will replace sidewalk 

when the resident does not follow through with a notice from the Sidewalk Inspector, and 

because of this we don't push when someone doesn't fix their sidewalk.  The Solicitor 

indicated that he will ensure that this is covered in the amending ordinance.  The 

Commissioner discussed what height the displaced bricks and sidewalk block should be 

to require a letter from the inspector.  The Solicitor will find out what the ADA requirements 

are on this issue.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked how we can make sure any repairs are 

done when monies are deposited into an escrow account.  He also asked who would be 

responsible for enforcing Section 13.3(c), which talks about ownership of structures 

and/or plant life in the right-of-way.  Commissioner Rochford asked what happens if a 

contractor purchases the property with the intent of doing major construction.  The 

Solicitor replied that the wording of this ordinance deals with such issues.  It was noted 

that these types of construction projects do not typically deal with any damages to the 

curbing or road damages caused by excessive heavy vehicle traffic.  The Borough 

Administrator asked the Solicitor if the Borough could assess a fee to video the curbing 

and street prior to, as well as after, the construction.  The Solicitor replied that those fees 

could be added through the Construction Office.  He further noted that he will make the 



 

 

changes as discussed, as well as check into what the ADA regulations and requirements 

are. 

 

The Administrator reviewed a sample ordinance prohibiting the placement of basketball 

nets in the right-of-way.  The Commissioners discussed various areas where these are 

sometimes placed in the street because of grading at the curb where there is not 

sidewalk.  It was noted that there have been recent complaints.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli stated that he did not have an issue with having an ordinance stating these 

could not be placed in the street.  The Borough Solicitor will draft an ordinance to prohibit 

these in the street; although, it was agreed that he will make it more general. 

 

A necessary amendment to the land use ordinance was reviewed.  This is to make a 

minor correction to the personal services definition.  It was agreed that this ordinance 

would be placed on the December 15th meeting agenda for first reading.  A question 

was raised about if and where methadone clinics could be included in the zoning.  It was 

agreed that the Borough Solicitor will look into the specific requirements for this type of 

facility. 

 

The Borough Administrator reviewed some charge orders for the Library Addition project.  

The first one deals with requests from the Library Board, which they will pay for, but must 

go through the Change Order process.  Change Order #2, which equates to an increase 

of roughly $8,500, is the Borough's responsibility.  Additionally, the Library Board is looking 

at potential future change orders.  Commissioner Rochford asked for an update on the 

project at this point.  The Administrator noted that they are a couple weeks behind 

schedule at this point.  It was agreed that these Change Orders will be added to future 

agendas as they become available. 

 

The Commissioners then reviewed a request from Sustainable Haddonfield, who is 

working on the 2016 recertification.  Specifically discussed was the possibility of naming 

parks and recreation areas “Smoke Free”, which would give them 10 points towards the 

recertification.  It was noted that although we may already have signs stating these areas 

are smoke free, we may need to include it in an ordinance.  The Commissioners agreed 

to the request.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked if this would include vaping.  The Borough 

Solicitor replied that it would, but we could clearing identify that use to be sure. 

 

Additionally, Sustainable Haddonfield has asked if the Commissioners would be 

interested in creating an Adopt a Rain Garden Program where local civic groups would 

be contacted to see if they would be interested in adopting one of the rain garden 

installed in the Borough.  Especially with the upcoming recertification work that needs to 

be done, Sustainable Haddonfield is finding it difficult to find time to maintain the 

gardens.  The Commissioners agreed to approve an adoption program. 

 

A complaint was received regarding the wording on the County Banners on the light 

posts on Ellis Street from Kresson Road going up towards town.  The Administrator did not 

believe that the County would charge to change the wording to be more specific to 

Haddonfield.  Various possibilities for flags were discussed – Downtown Haddonfield, 

Historic Haddonfield, Shop Haddonfield, etc.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked the 

Administrator to find out how many letters could be used. 



 

 

 

The December 12, 2015 agenda was reviewed.  The Administrator specifically reviewed 

the resolutions referring to the budget. 

  

The Administrator reviewed with the Commissioners the request from Verizon to possible 

put a tower on the Public Works (DPW) property.  It was noted that there is a utility line 

under the pool, which is why the pool has never been removed.  She further explained 

that New Jersey American Water (NJAW) intends to fully close the treatment plant at 

DPW, which could delete the issue with the utility line.  The Commissioners agreed to 

move forward with this use. 

 

Mayor Kasko provided an update on items from the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC 

(PfH).  The hours for the Information Center regarding First Night were reviewed.  The First 

Night group is asking for someone to work for various hours leading up to December 31st.  

There will be a cost of approximately $250.  The Commissioners agreed that there would 

be problems with just having a volunteer manning the Information Center. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli stated that Sal’s Pizza has reached out to him regarding their 

ability to get a sign at their facility as the regulations are too stringent.  He asked the 

Administrator to have something put together showing examples and such to make it 

easier for people to understand what they can and cannot do. 

 

To Commissioner returned from closed session at 9:07 p.m. where they had approved the 

adjournment of the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


